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PRESS NOTE

None of the above (NOTA) is a ballot option designed to allow the voter to indicate

disapproval of all the candidates in a voting system. It is a democratic means to express the
voter’s resentment rather than boycotting the polls outright. NOTA was introduced in 2013
following the Supreme Court direction. Introduction of NOTA in electoral system was to
force the political parties to give tickets to candidates with a clean background and to
improve poll percentage.

Votes polled by NOTA during various Assembly and Parliament elections since 2013
was ranging from 1.5 to 2 % of total votes polled. In the present system there is no provision
for repoll if NOTA gets highest votes. In Gujarat (Surat Parliament Constituency) main
opposition candidates’ nomi;xation was rejected followed by withdrawal of other independent
candidates facilitating unanimous election. In these circumstances it was felt that if NOTA is
treated as fictional candidate unanimous elections could have been prevented. In this
connection a case was filed in Supreme Court to treat NOTA as fictional electoral candidate.
The Court has issued notices to Election Commission of India and Government of India.

In Telangana elections to local bodies are due and likely to commence in next 2 to 3
months. In Gram Panchayat elections held in 2019 in many villages the Village
Development Committees auctioned the Sarpanch posts and the highest bidder was made
elected unopposed as there were no other contestants. This obnoxious practice facilities the
rich to participate in auction and get elected unopposed. Further the people especially the
weaker sections will be denied to participate in elections and vote which is a constitutional
guaranty. In 2019 in Telangana State close to 16% of sarpanches were elected unopposed
and most of them participating in auction.

Considering of various Supreme Court orders many State Election Commissions gave
teeth to NOTA. In Haryana NOTA is treated as a fictional electoral candidate, that is to say,
there will be ne unanimous elections and polling has to be conducted. In this way poor will
have a say in election results. In case NOTA got highest votes than other contesting
candidates’ re-election will be conducted and all the candidates contested earlier will be

debarred from participating in repoll.
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in this regard -~ Forum for Good Governance conducted a press meet. Sri
V. Nagrireddy LA.S. (R) and Former State Election Commissioner, Telangana participating
in discussions appreciated the efforts of Forum for Good Governance to empower NOTA.
He opinioned that since many State Election Commissions have issued orders to empower
NOTA. Telangana State Election Commission should also issue similar order.

Sri M. Padmanabha Reddy President Forum for Good Governance stated that to avoid
auction of Sarpanch posts in ensuing elections, NOTA should be treated as fictional electoral
candidate. There is a urgent need to make elections pure, free, fair and transparent and for
this purpose utility of NOTA to be improved. He appealed to State Election Commission of
Telangana to issue suitable orders on the lines of orders issued by Haryana State Election
Commission.

Sri Soma Srinivas Reddy Secretary Forum for Good Governance while welcoming
the participants briefly described the objectives of the press meet and stated that there is a
need to give teeth to NOTA so that manipulations in electoral process are checked.

Sri B. Manmadha Reddy, former Public Service Commission member, Sri S. Gopal
Reddy former D.G.P., Sri P. Bhaskar Reddy. Sri Bandaru Ram Mohan Rao of Loksatta, Smt.
N. Sridevi. Sri V.V. Rao of election watch and others spoke.

Yours Sincerely

/

M. Padmanabha Reddy
President
Forum for Good Governance



epaper.eenacu nel

ma DR, 50 JoeRER &éaasn

Eua‘ﬂ?-ﬂ T
&l Ay BOE
ﬁ‘ﬁd fsﬁ'ﬂﬁ'&uﬂ N
EEEJGE"Q}E TR Y
SOOED Deaasth

SEeo ;E.:-%ﬂﬁ*i‘ﬁb. H‘Fﬁaﬁﬁﬂu Mémﬂﬁ
oo &5 & A oB,e B, 0. A 38
o whged —— = = P

‘Bomand m&'-‘ié: Fér elwy wodalp Hol¥ardo
.ﬁﬁa‘mﬁrﬁhd-ﬁbﬁ @G;:Eﬂ* O8 Dttroorth. HFod sadl
ubsd, ol Srd e ehed DoeRBs Srerdde.
Tirh B o ﬁ.tga wekhm Sefdoddo dod 3B
st &l oot ofy >lo olfrabo SHER A
do sbrhe T rege Weerd ol Srdeed
0¥ el STl Srepiadr. . Serd 508 weg
e Pododte Sy dha Hurind dsstden mﬁ&.
o eanth dng il FEr §RH0E, S5
a5 ::Emuw S aﬂ‘ﬁgm L S5 aBs, Jigod Lo O
ﬁ‘lmf.?,t% &hie T8 womd odrpirdony, At
Rilr A0E weied Sboed, DaY Hodlo SNl & arl),
£a4. Brows oG 40 Srpmt

@0 00000

Date : 29/05/2024 EditionName : TELANGANA
({ HYDERABAD ) PageMo :




‘Make NOTA fictitious nominee,
‘check unanimous election: FGG

Implement This
For Local Body
Election: Forum

Tises News MErwoek

Hyvderabad: Former All [n-
dia Service (AIS) officers
and Forum for Good Gover
nance hove asked Telangana
State Election Commibssion
(SECHodeclare NOTA “afie
titions candidare” in local
ody polls. They stated tha
Harvana 15 already imple-
menting i, s0no unanimous
elections will be allowed.
Usually, in villages, ruling
party candidates force una
nimous elections in local bo-
dy polls by forceand threat.

FGG president Padma-
nabha Reddy =aid “None of
the above {NOTA) is a ballot
option designed to allow the
voterto indicate disapproval
of all the candidates [na vo-
ting system. It is a demoera
tic means to express the vo
ter’s résentment rather than
bowcatting. the polls  out-
right. NOTA was introduced
in 2013 following the Supre-
me Court direction. Intro
duction of NOTA in elecio-
ral system was t0 force the
political parties to glve tek-
etstocandidates withaclean
background and o improve
poll percentage.”

Votod polled by NOTA
during various assembly
and parliament elections

FGG APPEAL TO STATE POLL PAN

o NOTA is option to _
indicate disapproval B
of all candidates

& |t's not boycotting
of polls, said FGG

e NOTA introduced

& Introduction of
NOTA meant to force
parties to-give tickets
to candidates with
clean background
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in 2013 following
Supreme Court Al
direction

# No provision
of repoll if
NOTA gets
highest votes

S

since 2013 ranged
from 1.5 to 2% of total
polling, sald FGG

EL # In the present system, there

is no provision for repoll 1
NOTA gets highest votes

w It was felt that if NOTA is
treated as fictional candidate,
unanimous lections can be
prevented, FGG said

# In Haryana, NOTA has been
treated as fictional candidate

» Vates polled by NOTA

& There will be no umanimous
edections & polling has to be
conducted

» In this way, the poor can
have a say in election results

since 2013 was ranging from
1.6% to 2 % of the total votes
polled. In the present sy-
stem, thers was no provision
for repoll f NOTA gots hig-
hest votes.

In Gujarat (Surat partia-
mentary constituency), the
main opposition candidate’s
nomination was rejectsd fol-
lowed by withdrawal of
other independent candida-
tes, facilitating unanimous
election, In these circums-
tances, it was felt that if NO-
TA was treated as a fictional
candidate, unanimous elec
tions ecould have been pre-
venbed. In this connection, a
case was filed in Supreme
Court to treal NOTA as fic-
tional electoral eandidate
The court has issued notices
ta Election Commizsion and
the Union govt, " headded.

In Telangana, elections

to local bodies are due and
likely to commence in next
two 1o three months. In the
gram panchavat elections
held in 2019, inmany villages
the village developmeni
committees auctioned the
sarpanch posts gnd the hig-
hest  bldder was  elected
unopposed as there were oo
other contestants.

“This obnoxious practice
fwcilitios the rich to partici
pate inauetion and get elec-
ted unopposed. Further, the
people, especially the wea-
ker seclions, will be denied
an oppotunity to participate
in elections and vote, which
I4 a constitutlonal puaran-
tes. In 2019, 16% of sarpan-
ches were elected nnopposed
in Telangana and most of
them participated in aue
tions.

Considering various Su-

preme Court orders many
SECs gave teeth to NOTA. In
Harvana, NOTA has been
treated as a fictional electo
ral candidate, that is to sav
there would be no unanimo:
us elections and polling has
to be conducted. In this way,
the poor would have a say In
slection results,

In case; MOTA gets hig
hest votes than other contes-
ting candidates, a re-elec
tion wollld be conducted and
all the eandidates contested
earlier wonld be debarred
[rom participating in tho re
potl said Reddy,

Former 1as officer and
former state election com-
missioner V Magrireddy sa-
idd that gince many SECs ha
v issned orders to empower
NOTA, Telapgana SEC
should also issue a simiblar
arder




