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Forum for Good Governance
Regd.No0.653/2009

Hyderabad
L. No. FGG/CEO/REP/ 63 /2024 27 May, 2024

To

Sri Vikas'Raj

Chief Electoral Officer ! -
Telangana State

Hyderabad

Sir,
Sub : Elections to H.O.P. — Low polling percentage in Urban arcas — Certain
suggestions from Forum for Good Governance for improving polling
percentage — Reg.

- $ -

In Telangana polling percentage is of two types. In rural areas the poll percentage 18 as
high as 90%, where as in urban areas, especially in Hyderabad and Secunderabad
constiiuel}cies the polling is around 50%. There ar¢ many reasons 10 low poll percentage.
The efforts ‘being made by the Commission to improve the poll percentage is well
appreciated. Forum for Good Governance feels sorry that after 75 years of independence and
having voted 17 times since then the voters are to be motivated to exercise their franchises.
In this regard Forum for Good Governance has the following few suggestions to improve the
poll percentage.

I. Polling in Telangana is scheduled on 13™ of May 2024. 11" and 12" may are being
holidays. employees especially wdrking in [.T. sector may club these three days
holidays and go for outing. 13" May is given a paid holiday just to facilitate the
(employee) the voter to exercise his franchise. The paid holiday on 13" May is for
specific purpose as such a conditional holiday i.e. A person (employee) who goes to

yote §hould get holid.ay._ if he abstains from yoting the holiday should be treated as
absence from work. For this message to percolate, all the managements should issue
a circular that on 14" of May when the employees come to work he should show the
mark on his finger as a proof of he voted, otherwise the paid holiday to be converted
in to absence from duty resulting loss of pay.
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Appeal to Owners of petrol bunks to reduce Rs. One on each liter of petrol or diesel
on showing the mark of voting. This incentive may be limited to 14" and 15" of May
2024,

L2

Appeal to all the management of Malls, eateries, cinema halls, wine shops etc. to give
some incentive Lo people on final bill after showing the proof of voting (mark on
finger) limited to 2 days i.e. 14" and 15™.

The Chief Electoral Officer is requested to make an appeal to managements of L.T.,

Pharma and other Industries and management of commercial establishments to advise their

employees accordingly.

-

Yours Sincerely

. % %admana ha Reddy

President
Forum for Good Governance
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